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Chapter 1

Personal patronage

In the past mosques have been financed and built by
wealthy individual patrons and given by them to their own
communities and, in some cases, to communities other than
their own, as manifestations of their piety and social status.
Such patrons were generally members of a ruling or social
elite, such as a monarch, a prince or princess, a sheikh ar a
religious leader, a landowner or merchant. The building of a
mosque was considered to be 3 charitable act on the part of
the patron, and was generally accompanied by the provision
of an endowment in perpetuity through the creation of

a wagf or pious foundation. It was widely believed that
charitable acts constitute one of the three enduring legacies
of a Muslim's life.' Yet, at the same time, many patrons were
surely motivated to build mosgues as symbols of political or
dynastic pawer, or of the presence of the ruling power in a
land conquered by the forces of Islam. In the pre-modern
periods such acts could also be categorized as acts of the
state if the patron was a ruler and if no real distinction
between private and state acts could be made. In today's
world, individual patronage, though far outnumbered by
other farms, continues to be overwhelmingly by men, and
isonly rarely also an act of state?

Featlred in this chapter are mosques that were initiated
and financed by individuals who did nat normally have
recourse to extensive governmental or community funding
and retained control over design decisions. Such persanal
control does not necessarily yield mare daring departures
fram type or produce innovations of mosque design, for the
taste of the individual patron is usually limited by that of
the group or the society, In practice, individual patrans have
often sought the services of architects already known for
specific types of design, leaving little room for the architect
to press for a design which departed in any major way from
the easily recognizable and understood features of the
mosque, Only in rare instances does the patron set the
overall stylistic and architectural agenda, as can be seen in
the case of King Hassan || of Moroceo or of the Aga Khan.

Because the examples discussed have been drawn from a
large but not comprehensive sample, it may be too early to
make a definitive characterization. An impression emerges,

[Above] A view into the main dome of the
Al-Harithy Mosque [1886), leddah [see p. 38),
one of the series of mosques desigred by Abade|
Wahed El-Wakil, showing the intnicate knick
construction of the pendentives and the
geomelne pattern of the chandelier.

(Dpposite] The upper part of the minaret of

the Mosgue of Hassan || in Casablanca, the
tallest structure associated with a religious
buitding anywhere in the warld (see p. 54). it
houses 3 computer centre from which technical
services throughaut the mosque compies are
contralied; on important oceasions 3 powerful
laser beam can be projected from the summit,




The Shafig Amash Masque (1984), Beirut, by

Nabbil Tabbara

[Above] Axonometne view! the main ares of

the masque S inserted inlo a restncted site,

with ancillary facilities below ground feve

(Above right] Section of the MGSOUE Shiowing
the gateway and the minaret placed outsige

the main mass of the prayer hall

[Below) Interior of the prayer hall, showing
the qiblo wall separated from the structur
elements of the mosque by rows of windows
the corners are articulated as glazed niches

permitting views into the street
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Shafig Amash Mosque, Beirut, Lebanon









.:mghﬂ The strking mihrab niche, with
shimmerng blue and beige decoration
nearporating Our'anic quotations in

glass mosaic

(Below) The brick-clad exterior of the
masgue contrasts with the square minaret
wilh 15 white balcony and obligue edge
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[Betow] Site plan of 1he mosgue ¢ amples (Bottom] Plan and section of the mosque snd
howing 115 relationship to the village fibrary, showing the raised p atfarm
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Bhong Mosque, near Rahimyar Khan, Pakistan
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El-Sayyida Safiyya Mosque, Cairo, Egypt

1 Entrance
2 Courtyard
3 Mifiroh
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Mosque and Cultural Centre, Marbella, Spain

Dm -—



Mosque and Cultural Centre, Marbella, Spain



Al-lbrahim Jami [1993], Caracas, by Oscar Bracho,  [Below] The exterior of the giblo wall. The upper
part of the crystalline mifirob incorporates

[Above) Standing on the Santa Rosa Boulevard, stained glass

the building holds its own in competing for

attention with a series of major religious,

cultural and museum buildings along this street

Al-lbrahim Jami, Caracas, Venezuela
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2 Men's prayer area
3 Wamen's mezzanine
& Mihroh

5 Mingret

B Parkinyg area

(Above] Plans of roof level and main level,

Left] Section showing the mosque standing on
a raised platform to give it greater height and
enhanced visihility from the street







Top mghtl Plans at the mezzanine and grownd- Atsave] View into i

oo levebs The lavedl is bawed on2n Ottomarn

nodel, with 2 courtyard preceding the praver Rightl The interior with the chandelicr beneatf
TN gt o Three smaller the dorme and an obifsgue view 0T e Wi
domes, the main dome supported on so plers pablety



[Above nghtl View along the gibla wall with the
carved wooden minbor. El-Wakil's mosques all
contributed 1o the revival of traditional crafts;
the chandeliers as well as the tile work were
carefully planned to complement the overall
Interior dessgn

[Right] A view into the small coartyard, which
can be adapled Lo an interior space protected
from the sun by closing the retractable caver,

Al-Harithy Mosque, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia



[Above] Pian and section showing the much
diminished Courtyard space
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Jumma Masjid, Johannesburg, South Africa



{Below) The Ismaili Centre (1985) in Landon,
designed by Neville Conder of the Casson
Conder Partnership, emulates the scale of the
surrounding buildings, such as the Victoria and
Albert Museum (seen in the background), while
simultaneously reflecting the mood of Islamic

architectural tradition
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Ismaili Centre, London, UK
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[Beeai] Derad 0f devoratioe pameh im [he (Bottom) The upper oo of the kmaili Centre

prayer hall mclindes the hbrary and imecting rooes, which
are deposed around an cagusite smadl
[Right] The architects exploited the wiegula courfyard roof garden peoviding a restiul haver

vhape of the Uit whsch provided ¢

T Lfinlres, wmidsl husy urban surroundings

fior deveiopng specad carner articulabionm,
while at the samee fime responding shilfully i
the overall requirrments of 3 rompies decgn

programenc

29600004

26600000
0606500
24000000
40000060

Ismaili Centre, London, UK



Fioor plans of the
lsmaili Centre,
SNOWING the prayer
hall and roof garden
at second and third
levels respectively,

1 Entrance hall

2 Toalete) ablutsnng

35acial hall

& l-'r:l-ﬂ;* Fia®l

5 Roof garden

& Ciouncil chamber|
cphicrence room





















IAbove] The strect tacade of the King Abdul |Below) View af the interior, the decaration of
Aziz Mosque and Foundation, Casablanca, by wihich was executed by a workforce of 00
Coteba International. Completed in 1983 and craftsmen, carvers, tile cutlers and painters
dressed in acceplable ornamentsl garb, the

masque was built and decorated in the space of

ten months using many prefabricated elements.

King Abdul Aziz Mosque Foundation, Casablanca, Morocco






Mt s -




| S AT _,x_b..n.. TSt ey
L i, L Iy sy i I A o g N O A e Gl il I
..... A e L, A s e e J
R , B A







090010\ ‘BOUE|(ESED ‘|| UESSEH JO anbsoy

-.—m_.,:.._u._.._..«u_:.._.._. A% eyt
G

5

 Spe g o |
Rt S
oy L H \/ 5 ...
Sl gt Y T u " . o [ \...r g
ke AT Tt ive At T
"l & - - - . l s U Fagw
. 1 L ; ~ *
L P ¥ 2t _.+ : : "T;
Lot win s . LA
..-u_. -c.._.__-ca -4 T H
L W 3 i
bl B R .

aljuad

UONEINPIJOSDIPON ¥

18y J9Aeid £

= 1IeuIN Z
1N0J240} DUBAU]T |









v o i I

et













LS
-
-
-
A
-
-
-
L






















lti!u!lllllil.ittl.ltiti
-
-
L]
-
.. L]
- . . &
- . "
- .. .

-
-
n L]
- B B -
» L]
. -
: ) :
- - - .
- - a
- - "
- - [ ] [ ] "
- - a
- - [ ] [ ] a
- - 2
- . 2
- - 5
- - -
- - . . lll.-..-__-.l.l.lll..l_-_l..-_lllill_l_l.l.!i

am= = #

-
L

- e .

._..._..-..................ﬁt..w

.
-

L]
L]

inllnlllllltllllitlllliilll.






e

-t










JrottaRe

-:_-r
_.__u_.uuu.

e

4

‘TR




o

N Y

/
L,

(1ybu) UonEeAa]a 158 Ayl U LIS Se "wnipod
pasied & uo paoejd si Buipjing ay | Jauod yaea
1€ J2JBUIL B SBY PUE SUDI23S Juiu Gusudwo

joo) e sey ::m_.__cq._ Jejnbas Ayl tuua)
josesed ay) jo asn Ayl SNieaj osie (f961)
anbsojy A1EIS UBIquas Labap papis-aulu ayj










-
p—

-

| ——
——
| —
—
e —
L cmm——
 ——
—
——
| e——
| m——
sl
| ———
S
——
e
—— o
-
T —
-
i
















yemny ‘A0 nemny ‘enbsop jesis

uojimaele  |Ruse) [







The winming scheme by Rasem Badran consists
af & brick structure comprising a traditional
rectangular hypostyle hall, domes and minarets,
and courtyard with surrounding porticoes. The
burldings stand on a raised platform, beneath
which all the ancillary services are located.
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Robert Venturs design is also based on a
seheme insgired by the traditional hypostyle
hall; here the interior space is measired in bays
which rio longer need suppaet fram below but
hiang as decorated screens parallel to the giblo
will, The courtyard with its small damed
pavilion is shaded by o giant mugornos parasal,
The averall project, featuting o single
freestanding minaret, has been carefully
‘detailed o be read on an urbdn wcale and then
on & much reduced human scale within the
eomplex itseil,
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express monumentality in architecture as well as hyman
scales in which '[hE.Spatlﬂ layout s unequivecally ealitarian:
and where symbolic elements such as arcades, arng ment,
dome, mugarnas, crenellations and minaret have clegr
and acceptable referents’™ From these basic premises, he
has developed a design pregramme in which form ang
ornamentation operate on two levels: thus, the design seeks
to produce easily recognizable and readable symbols, while
toying with expectations and illusion in 3 provocative
manner. This tendency is evident in his treatment of the
hypostyle hall, the domes and the inseription programme.
For his development of the main hypostyle hall, Venturi
focused on the same key historical models as those used by
the other architects, but chose the Mosque of Iba Tulun in
Cairo as his inspiration for ordering the vast interior space
The repetition of the long screens of arches, each one with 2
band of calligraphic inscriptions, was the compelling image
he transformed and elaborated on the necessarily vast seale
of the new mosgue, No longer constrained by structural
limitations such as the need to support the arches with piers,
he chooses to suspend the screens from the ceiling and thus
free the floor. In order ta relieve the vastness of the resulting
open space, rows of low candelabras were planned. The
bright colour and oversized scale of the calligraphy are
revealed in their essence an the mifirob, which s treated asa
flat-framed arch, A fenestrated dome of madest propartions
admits light ta the space in frant of the mihrab, and marks
its locatian in the gibla wall when viewed from outside™
The specifications for a separate daily prayer hall and a
hall far womnen allowed the architect to place them an either
side of a great court which would also accommodate the
overflow of warshippers on special holidays. [t was the size
of the resulting court and the fact that it would become a
completely apen, sun-lit space that engendered the idea of
aroviding a shade or parasol for it This, in turn, wasa pretext
for the inclusion in the ¢ smplex of a design feature unigue 10
the arc:hit::u:ture.:;-'f' 5 __Ll the mugarnas. The model for the
proposed muqarnas parasol was not 4 single example, ?UE
a number of stone and plaster portals and domes, fanging
from the Iman Dur mausoleum near Samarra in Irag tﬂ_“lf
reconstructed mugarnas dome from Takht-{-Sufeiman i
Iran. The moulded and pierced double-shell eanopy Was
to be raised on eight supparts above the open Space: It
important to note that while its circumference Wﬁ’“.’"-’ﬂ
ainly the width of the rectangular courtyard, TJ'BC-“'“_’S“f
the longer sides were left open 1o the sky - another
indication of the parasol nature of the ‘dome’™
Considering the praspect of the entrance fagade SE€T o
from close up and from a distance helped to determin® i
height and exterior colour of the cang
blue, Is echoed on the monumental fro
with an inscription in white Kufic seript, It
sobriety to the ensemble, The landmark
the end of this wall, completes the exterior.
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Capitol Complex Mosque, Dhaka, Bangladesh
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(Above) The underside of the bronze chandelier
suspended from the dome of the Island Mosque

(1986) on the Jeddah corniche, designed by
Abdel Wahed EI-Wakil (see p. 134).

(Opposite) The courtyard of Al-Kindi Plaza Jami
(1986), the mosque commissioned by the
Riyadh Development Authority as part of its

development of the city's Diplomatic Quarter
(see p. 128).



1 Main entrance
2 Vaulted gallery
3 Courtyard
4 Prayer hall

5 Ablutions
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Mosque Programme for Pahang State, Malaysia
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Mosque Programme for Pahang State, Malaysia



Housing and Development Board Mosques, Singapore
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Housing and Development Board Mosques. Singapore



Capital Development Authority Mosques, Islamabad
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Nilein Mosque, Khartoum, Sudan



Nilein Mosque, Khartoum, Sudan




Osman ibn Affan Mosque, Qatar (project)
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Al-Kindi Plaza Jami, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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Imam Turki bin Abdullah Jami, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia



The Seafront Mosques, jeddah, Saudi Arabia
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The Seafront Mosques, jeddah, Saudi Arabia






The Seafront Mosques, jeddah, Saudi Arabia



‘Mimar’ Mosque Competition



Mosque in Shushtar New Town, Khuzestan, iran
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Kamean Diba of DAZ reveals Dita's use of ight-catchers: and
{1977, which cxplared a concrete structure.

Tawn scheme: [partially (Befow) Artist's impression of the Shushtar
: neighbaurhood mosque in its urban setting: the
bullding was intended to break the monotany
ot & neighbourhood of the grid through Its orientation and the use
iew Town. The section of calour.

Mosque in Shushtar New Town, Khuzestan, iran



Khulafa Mosque, Baghdad, Iraq
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Completed n 1977, the Said Maum Mosque in
Jakarta designed by Adh) Moersd provides 3
rl:l’ugc froen the crowded uiban emiiionment
With 115 landscaped grounds and verandahs
providing stiade. The design of the traditional
bmvanese ool i n this instance @0 undsual
¥aration, the upper part being motated throwgh
45" [top); Arched openings lead from the
verandahs o the praver hall



Said naum Mosque, Jakarta, Indonesia



Said naum Mosque, Jakarta, Indonesia
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[Above] Intenior of the domed praver hall
loaking towards the mubrab An atfempt has
Heer rmade 1o soften the seventy of concrete
structures and surfaces by introducing wooden
sereens pnd dodars

Abu Bakar as-Siddiq Mosque, Kuala lumpur, Malaysia



e o U, W VPR




{Above] The approach to the entrance of the
masque 3t Jondishapur Lniversity [1875)]
through an octagonal courtyard (see p, 156

[Oppesite] The mosque and 1S freestanding
minatel at the King Khaled International
Alrpart (19841, Riyadh, seen from iis hexagonal
plaza [see p. 176),



[Right} Site phan by Achmad Noe'man for the

Saiman Mosgue and accompanying facilities — ¢ = = : _.||-_ - ;.I.WJ”F i
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1Below] The architect initiated &n |" 2 T = X Prves bt
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(L&t The main butldings of {18 gating trom
1918-20 were designed by Henn Maclaine Pont
in astyle which dicw on indigenous
Mingankahu srchitecture for its externa
appearance. 35 well as on troditional Javaness

refeption pavilons

Salman Mosque at ITB, Bandung, Indonesia
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and opposite below) First=finar plan
ind-level plan and section of the mosque
Jp:ﬂr-.rr-arl pathway passing through the
courtyard provides a link 1o socsal and sparts
facilities on the unmversfy Campas The Fiest-
flocr plan shows the cxtent of the women's
gafiery, while the sectian reveals the subtle
rrandpulaton af levels within the building to

secommodate the garticular funchion of ckch

of the vanious Spaces

| Courtyard
1 Prayer hall

3 Kikrat
4 Wermes's galiery

o

o 0 m
T —
a an

Jondishapur University Mosque, Ahvaz, iran



Jondishapur University Mosque, Ahvaz, iran
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{Gpposite and above] The Namaz Khaneh
(1977-8] in Tehran by Kamran Diba. This small
prayer space s open to the sky but protected
by two enclosure walls from visual and aural
distractions The rotation of the inner enclosing
wall to conform with the giblo is clearly visible,
while the outer wall is slit vertically along the
sight fine of a sculpture depicting the hand of
Hazrat Abbas.

Namaz khaneh, Tehran, Iran



ml The University of Petrodeumn and [Opposite top) Part af the coffered ceiling In

Minerals at Dhahran wis designed o have the enclosed, air-conditioned prayer hall

Its mosgue as the focal point of the hilltop

campus. The building, dessgned by Caudil, [Opposite below) Ground-floor plan of the
Fowilett, Seott and completed in 1974, rises. mosque showing the area of the podium and
out of an oasis pond; standing on 3 podim, reof canopy and the enclosed praver hall

it i covered with a canopy that & supported -

by slender columns. The interior is faced with
martble, while the conlsasting mahreb ache
15 accentuated by the wse of gold and black
mosaic decoration

University of Petroleum and Minerals Mosque, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia



thus suceessfully fulfilling the intended architectonic and
emblematic function,

The concept of employing an umbrella structure to
provide shade for other structures or functions beneath
15 not an entirely new idea. The device is common in hot
climates, particularly in Southeast Asia and in India, for
example in the sixteenth-century Padmanabhapuram
Palace in Kerala. Yet. in Saudi Arabia, the recent Dhahran
example was perhaps the first of its kind to be completed,
followed closely by proposals put forward by Frei Otto in
the preliminary design for the Mecca Conference Centre,
in which he envisaged a massive tent shellering the entire
complex {see p. 172), and subsequently in the Diplomatic
Club'in Rivadh™

In determining the essential character of the campus,
the architects had to take into account two fundamental
vonsiderations: the desert environment and the desire
cxpressed by the client that the architecture should reflect
Saudi character. A response to the desert environment
was the use of & local concrete mixture of sand, limestone
aggregate and cement which was sandblasted to blend in
with the natural colours of the surroundings, and the use of
1arge canopies to provide shade. Their interpretation of the
Saudi character’ is thoroughly rooted and does not break

University of Petroleum and Minerals Mosque, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
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- [Above) The mosque of the King Faisal

I Foundation (1881-2] in Riyadh, designed By

5

Kenzo Tange, displays basic forms such i

tower, cylinder, crescent and cube In
T WS

emblematic fashion, Decp-Blue TS W

I create a strong conftras! between the VeI

e BlErTEN S
cylindrical form ana the surrounding eicr

faced with while marble

| I [Eeft) Site plan of the chire Al- kg OO
& = grid 10 Tace
with the mosque turned Yot the gri
i Mecca
1

(Opposte] Model for the dome of the projecies
maonque designed by Nader Ardalan ;m 1978 for
the new Bu Al Sina University If Hamuaan.

King Faisal Foundation Mosque, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia



Bu Ali Sina University Mosque, Hamadan, Iran (project)




1 Prayer hall

7 Mikral W

3 hhmaret

i

| -m!.uuf'
PATATLELTS L f.
g e U
i

(Above] South elevation and plan of the

Bu All Sina. Universty mosque. The lattce
roaf structure was ta be supparted by 3 cast
reinforced stone-conzrete system infilied
with a senes of quarter domes af transiucent
fibreglass: the effect would have been 1
prodice & new interpretation of 3 mugornos
dome. The mosque is rotated out of the
sutrounding complex through a canpecting
pathwiry and & transitional hexigonal
entrance courtyard.

Bu Ali Sina University Mosque, Hamadan, Iran (project)



[Above] Tne ceremonial entrance portal, set at
ane corner of the site and consesting af five
freestanding arches, gives access (o the ISlamec
Centre for Technical and Viecational Training
and Research (1978-87], Dhaka. The design for
the entire complex by the Turkish firm Studia

14 was quided by the principles af the hatone
Ottoman &olive layout The freestanding
minarel marks the centre of the complex and
also serves-as a rotational pivol for pedestnan
circulation around the mosgUe

Islamic Centre for Technical Vocational Training and Research, Dhaka, Bangladesh



i Arabia, Senegal and Turkey) was appointed
for the purpose, while cach member country proposed
2 candidate designer from among its own nationals. The
scheme submitted by Daruk Pamir of Studio 14 was selected
by the Board in December 1979, and the design process was
completed by mid-1983. The project manager was Gultekin
Aktuna of Studio 14, and the client was represented by Dr
Rafiquddin Ahmad, the Director of ICTVTR (1979-87).%

Located some 30 km (20 miles) north of Dhaka, outside
the Jongi Industrial zone and in the vicinity of the Islamic
University, ICTVIR is organized around a central courtyard.
The care of the layout was programmed as a social-cum-
administrativie area including an auditorium for up to 500
persons, a cafeteria with a capacity of 1,000, a library and
research centre, an administrative building with an arcade
for exhibitions, shops and a mosque to accommaodate 500
worshippers. The rest of the facilities, such as dormitories,
academic buildings and workshops to the north, faculty and
staff housing and a guest house to the west, and a student
centre and sports facilities to the east, constituted an outer
ring around the core. '

The plan of the central courtyard and the surrounding
buildings is governed by a rigid orthogonal grid. The need to
rotate the mosque in the centre to achieve the orientation

[Below] Section and ground plan of the ICTVIR
complex. The layout of the central court and
surrounding builtings is governed by an
orthogonal grid, within which the change of
the masgue's orientation to the gl creates a
dynamic tensipn. The bulldings are surrounded
Iy water an three sides:

1 Ceremranial galewdy
2 Ablutions foustairs
1 Prayerhall

4 Aikraty

5 Menaret

Mm
B0 ft

|

Islamic Centre for Technical Vocational Training and Research, Dhaka, Bangladesh



[Top] The main entrance to the mosque. Cut [Abave) A view along the exteriar of the gibia
out fiorms in bnck st up a dulogue with obher wall demonstrates the dynamic intrusion af
examples of contempomary architecture in the bulk of the mosgue and its projecting

Dhaka engendered by 1_{':135_:- Kahn's design for miftral into the straight ling of an mpﬂ h
the Capitol Complex: for pedestrian circulation.

Islamic Centre for Technical Vocational Training and Research, Dhaka, Bangladesh






[Dppositel The Kerman University Msque, |Belaw] Entrance to the mosque i thitoagh &

completed in 1989, & given visual prominenee ground-kevel courtyard and ablutions arca. In

by being raised on 4 mound, The prayer hall in the mbenor the pliy of Night Brings out the

ihe form of 3 cube B nfended to accommodate hawrantal barad of calligraphic inscription an

150 worshippers, the brick walls and casts 3 yellow glow through
the transtucent marbée of the mifrob

[Bottom] Section and plan of the misaue and
% Courtyard

& Praryer ha

University of Kerman Mosque, Iran



[Behow] The mosque of the L,
Indonesia at Depok, completed |«

esigned by Triatnio Yuo Hardjo: e
close to the edge of one of 3227 = s
which dot the campus. The marpbaio o1 i
Entire UnivErSTy Was Brogrammed 16 mate |

of mdig.enmn architectural Wadaion

{Dpposite left) Axonometric partial site piay o
the university Shawing the mosgue, togethe;
with faculty amt administration budding;

University of Indoesia Mosque, Depok, Jakarta, Indonesia



University of Inonesia Mosque, Depok, Jakarta, Indonesia



Hotel and Conference Centre Mosque,

Mecca, Saudi Arabia

While universities provide the largest sample among recent
buildings that offer challenging solutions to the prablem of
contemporary mosaue design, a number of those associated
with other nstitutions also deserve mention. One of these,
designed for aspecialized commercial chent, is the Inter-
Continental Hotel and Conference Centre in Mecca, by the
German team of Rolf Gutbrod and Frei Otto, Their project
was the winning design in an invitational competition
sponsared in 1966 by the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Fnance
and National Economy. It was an innavative proposal for a
miast 60 m (200 ft] high, from which a large fabric structure
[based on the idea of the Bedouin tent) would be suspended,
while the buildings beneath it were to be organized around
an artificial pasis After the competition the architects were
asked to develop their scheme for use on a different site,
which they did in 1968.° The new site was located some

6.5 km (4 miles) west of Mecca along a dry river bed, with
the Sirat Hills as a backdrop. Retaining the basic idea of the
ient structure, the architects adapted their original design
toincarparate a cluster of separate foeal points, each with
its own shading device.

Completed in August 1974, the Hotel and Conference
Centre was intended to provide conference facilities and
indging for pilgrims making the Hojand umro. As Mecca
15 inaccessible to non-Musiims, it proved difficult for the
architects to supervise construction on site. This radical

[Left and centre right) The gibio wall of the

mosque from the extenor with s rectanaula

projections of the muhrab miinbar and 1The
LINNCT SLHcase minatet. The general view
Shows the mosque in the foreground in relatian

1o the Conference Centre

1Abave] Detail af the Masiid-t Bilal, Mecca, the
gesign of which provided a stylistic precedent
for the stajrease minaret of the Conference
kentre Mosgue

Hotel and Conference Centre Mosque, Mecca, Saudi Arabia



handicap was overcome 1o some extent by installing Tv
monitors 18 help control the work in its early stages, A
predominantly domestic labour force was employed and the
architects made a point of employing local artists to make
the population feel that the project belanged to them ™

In an effort to produce a scheme with recognizably Saudi
Arablan design features, the architects combined three basic
themes = the tent, a type of wooden lattice screen called the
kafess and the pasis - renterpreting them through the
medium of contemporary materials and technology, The D R R e '%«ﬂ.ﬁ?
<cheme was divided into two parts, the hotel with 170 R 2 ‘
rooms and five large private suites, and the conference
centre COMPrising: @ main auditorium with seating for
1,400; three seminar rooms, each with a capaeity of 200
a royal suite; sixsmall meeting rooms; and offices. These
were in turn articulated around twao central cores within

]

the pasis-like site.”!
From the complex, a landscaped pathway leads 1o the

mosque, which consists of three basic clements: a central
courtyard, @ shallow rectangular prayer hall, and a U-shaped
affice biock raised on columns, The raised block serves as the
entrance to the mosque, with an ablutions area at ground-
fioor level, above which are a reception area and office
space on the first floor Like the conference centre, this
entrance block s built of concrete with exposed steel beams.
The central courtyard is shaded by wooden lattice screens
suspended from steel columns. Across the court from the
raised block of offices rise the enveloping stone walls of the
prayer hall and its pitched roof covered by ribbed aluminium
sheeting, The juxtaposition of different maternials, such as
sluminium over the stone walls, and the arrangement of
steel columns from which the wooden lattice screens are
sspended provides a subtle and elegant comment on the
continuity (and discontinuity) between the manufactured
materials of the present and the natural materials used in
the architecture of the past. The most memorabile aspect
of the mosgue is its stone gibla wall. Incorporated into its
exterior srticulation are the rectangular projection of the
mihrab, a smaller rectangle related to the upper part of the
minbar, and most dramatically, into the corner, the staircase
minaret. Even though the minaret is topped by a canopy of

TR

[Abave] Site ptan af the Conference Centre
complex and mosque; section and plan of the
fhasque anowing the shaded courtyard and the
appended administrative bulldings

[Left] & vicw inta the aluminium &
canopy abuve the stalfease mina

Hotel and Conference Centre Mosque, Mecca, Saudi Arabia




King Khaled International Airport Mosqu, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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[Below] The arport mosgue i situated between
twa of the terminal busldings and was
concened on the same scale. The heasgqonal
maague surtounded by bs awn plize and then
In turn Uy an “oasn’ of plintings hes become a
magnet for the people of Rivadh, wio came in
large numbers to attend Friday prayers and for
recredlien

King Khaled International Airport Mosqu, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia



Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

1

King Khaled International Airport Mosqu









[Cprpesare 1op) Caterior view of the masgue, [AveE) The central entrance 10 1he
designed by Charles Boccara, buslt in 1983 in ani a view (nio the enclosed garden (1
thie grounds of the Avicenne Military Hospilal, which pravides a peaceful and & _. .
Marrakieeh, and site plan shawing the moshue for et ation
set wna formal garden lindscape

Avicenne Military Hospital Mosque, Marrakech, Morocco
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[Above] A view of the Dar Lamane Mosque,
desgned by Abderrabim Charal and Abdelaze
Lazrak, seen from the minaret showing the
nRer courtyard, (s extenor extension, and the
sirrounding low-rse housing built in the 1980
for 3 NEw cammdnity

(Right] Site plan of the Dar Lamane housing
scheme, completed in 1983, which provides
hausing for 25000 people; the mosgue is the
central feature of services provided for this
cormmunity,

[Bppasite] The Dar Lamane Mosgue, built in the
officially sanctioned Momcran style, features 3
Square minaret, green-tiled roof and white
plastered wallks

Dar Lamane Mosque, near Casablanca, Morocco
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(Abovel Site plan of the mosgue, diawn in the
19808, showing how the main struciure has
gromen To fill the greater part of the plot; the

atifutions turldemg lkes 1o the west

|Belaw) Interior of the hypostyic prayer hall

with its forest of supporting columns

Great Mosque, Niono, Mali



(Below) North-south section and ground-floor
plan of the Yaama Mosque. The minarets and
gallery on the north side were completed in
1980 and those on the south side in 1982.

F o
0[5 0 20m
A 0 60 ft

Yaama Mosque, Tahoua, Niger



Yaama Mosque, Tahoua, Niger
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Yaama Mosque, Tahoua, Niger



[Below) The only known representational
drawing made by the builder of the Yaama
Mosque.

h L
X _h"'l I+t

Yaama Mosque, Tahoua, Niger



The concrete-shell structure of the Masjid-i
Tooba (1969) in Karachi, designed by Babar
Hameed, makes an uncompromisingly
modernist statement. The circular mosque Is
approached by a formal walkway with a central

pool and fountains.

Masjid Tooba, Karachi, Pakistan
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(Below) Detall of the /ol walls and the repeated
arches of the roof as seen from the garden

(Bottam) The circular prayer hall, a single
domed space with o diameter of 212 11 65 m),
has 1o e artificially it and mechanically eaaled
in the hot climate of Pakistan

Masjid Tooba, Karachi, Pakistan



[Ahove] The powerful forms of Shetefuddin’s
White Mosgue [1980), Visoka, designed by
Ziatka Ugljen, are best revealed when viewed
from the adjacent Muslim cemetery.

[Below] Section through the peayer hall The
complex form af the roal over the hall s
appareinl, as are the two main kevels of the
complex: the sunken courtyard and prayer hall,
and the office and @n annexe at street level,

Sherefuddin’'s White Mosque, Visoko, Bosnia



[Above]l A cunved pathway leads dawn from the
strect 1o 1he colrtyard of the mosque, to the
feft 15 the grassed-in entrance to the office a1
ground hevel

[Below] Flan af the mosque and the annese
wilh its separate entrance

Sherefuddin’'s White Mosque, Visoko, Bosnia
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[Belaow] Entrance elevation and plan of the
cmplex. The lslamic Centre to the |6 consists

of an dugitorium, gymnasium, lbrary,
slaughterhouse, classrooms and offices. To the
right and &t apart skands the sculptural mass
of the mosque, with its freestanding minaret

[Bottam) An inteniar view of the prayer hall
shovwing the split plates of the dome

[Orverteaf] The white curving and sinuaus forms
of the intersarane set off by the 700 carpets
danated by fran The area of the galleny
prapartionally one of the largest spaces
provided for women worshippers in
cantemporary mosques.

————

1 Emrance

& Men's praver area
3 Women's gallery
4 Mihrot

5 Minaret

Islamic Centre and Mosque, Zagreb, Croatia
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Bait ul-Mukarram, Dhaka, Bangladesh
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Al-Ghadir Moszgie [1987), Tehmn, by
Jahangsr Mazium

[Top] The entrance partal and the externally
expiressed mitirah at the comer of the site

{Above] Pian and section of the 12-sided prayer
hall and =eparate block for social facalites on
the right The section shows the stepped
domical profile of the men's prayer hall, and
the woarmen’s gallery) the social spaces on the
left are arranged around a covered BErum, and
an amphitheatre is located directiy below the
prayer hall

Al-Ghadir Mosque, Tehran, iran



(Top) The exterior vicw of the superstriacture
shows the progecting mihrob and decreasing,
rOTAtingG Squares sering as a substitute for a

conventionsl demical vault Calligraphic

Inscrpions i beick are a prominent decorative
feature

[Abave) Calligraphy in square Kufic seript
continues the programme of crmament
developed for the mosque into the
amphitheatre below

[Opposite] The tall narrow dome chamber of
the Al-Ghadir Mosque is reminiscent of pre-

madern memaonal buidings found in the Tehran
rEgian
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[Below] The Taric Iskamic Centre, Toronto, by
Loghman Azar. The first phase, completed in
1581, consists of & community hall which is
also used for priver. The exterinr facade of the
rectangular kall is patterned with arches and
winddws, and the mihfob-like protrusion is in
fact a stage.

{Bottam) Site plan shawing the existing
community hall and the layout for the mosque
and ancillary buildings to be completed in the
second construction phase

1 Community hall |
gy
2 Swge
3 Entrance | vestitiule
4 Sunken courtyard
i 5 Prayer court

1}--'—_.F.. B Prayer hall
— d

Taric Islamic, Toronto, Canada
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USA

Indiana,

i

ISNA Islamic Center, Plainfield
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The Isfamie Center at Arkansas State Linnersily
[1984), Janeshe
bullding features the use of red and while

aro, by Guizar Hawer. The

striped hrickwork thit 5 viswally remin
the treatment of stone architecturein

[Lett] A view into the small

University Arkanas Mosque, Jonesboro, Arkansas, USA



[Top] Axonometnic prajection of the praver hall,
reveading its geometric order and the insistent
verticality i the treatment of interior space

IAbove and left] Section of the ISNA complex
4nd an interpretive drawing by the architect,
based on carpet and garden designs, to explore
the ovetlagping geametric arganization in
relation (o the progression of spaces (n the
IS8A lavout a5 3 whole.

ISNA Islamic Center, Plainfield, Indiana, USA






(Below) The Bait ub-dgam (1993, Toronto,
DOntaric, by Gulzar Haider: gerenal view: stepa
leading to the separate ertrance of the
WiNTeR s praves ball; and the mieror of the
men's praver hall

Bait ul-Islam, Maple, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
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Islamiec Centre, Kinston, Ontario, Canada



[Betow] The Islamic Centre [1996], Kingston,
Qntana, by Gulrar Haider This bu Ir.hmj roofed
Iet the Canaifian regianal vemaculas, features

o three-stane tower thal Senees 35 3 minare!
snaling the presence of Musiem communiny
A e ared

|Bottom] Section and plan of the mosque and
communiny hall lon the kell] which can be ved
s ower Hlow space for prayer. The main prayer
kall has a pratruding mihvoed, and the women's
prayer arca i lacated in the centre [defined by

2 yeries of columns)

|Oppositel A view of the mihneh [abawe), in
the farm of a hight tower, & seen from the

wamen's prayer anea, The Steel structure of the
main hadl [below], featuring backward-sloping
supgparts, 15 not only architecturally dramatic
but also combines the original notion of a
hypostyle hall with the local precedent of
umher-fromed barn construction
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Islamic Centre, Kinston, Ontario, Canada






(Above) The mosque at Woking, Surrey, inspired by
the Taj Mahal and dating from 1889, is one of the

earliest purpose-built examples in Europe.






{Below and bottom left] Longitudinal sectine
of the mosque complex showing the domed
prayer hall and the hammam on the right,
and interior perspective of the prayer hali,
with decoration fealunng elaborate carved
woodwork and plasterwork

S e L

Mosqu and Musim Institute, Paris, France
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London Central (Regent's Park) Mosque, London, UK



[Below) The Istamic Center [1945-57],
Washington, DC. designed by Mano Rossi
general view of the street fagade, the style

of which follows formal aspects of Mamluk
architecture; and the main entrance decarated
with 2 monumental Quranic inscription
executed in light-blue and while marble chips

-

Islamic Center, Washington, DC, USA



London Central (Regent's Park) Mosque, London, UK

[Below] Plans of the mosque at upper- floar,
ground-fleor and basement feviels showing the
square prayer hall and the L-shaped section
occupied by the lityrary, adrministrative offices
and utility spaces. Parking 1aCikTes are located
hemEath the courtyard
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Exterior view of the gibla facade, with
emergency escape stairs leading down to
street level.



Ground plans of the Islamic Center as originally

\ conceived [above) and as built, The orientation

of the prayer hall to conform with the giblo
requiremant resulted inan entrance courtyard

of irreqular shape

London Central (Regent's Park) Mosque, London, UK



I Endimniey Lett] Marm and street cievaban of the ldame
. Cuitumi Fourdanon Mo e comples | T974=-8],
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O e wear Beneva, by Gurdogan and Limarpelll The
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Islamic Center Foundation Mosque, Petit Saconnex (Geneva), Switzerland



(Beiow) Anaenal wiew, plan and section ol tne
Islamie Contre and Misgue [1575-34) In Homey
gewgned by Portoghes), Giglatth and Moussnwi

Tise tnyout of the entrance plaa, the gatdens

sid the s Eary services is congeneed ¥
the monuments buldding tradions
Barogue and lslamic architecture. Access bo the
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Islamic Centere and Mosque, Rome, Italy
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The mubrob niche and detail of the octagoral
prayer hall 3.h|:|w||14J. the transtonal anea below
the dome. The omamentation executed by
craftsmen sent by King Hassan | of Morocco
reveals characteristic Nosth African features

Islamic Center Foundation Mosque, Petit Saconnex (Geneva), Switzerland






|Abervr] The mitirod, wiich @ covered in blue,
qreen and ochre eeramic tiles, affsets the
vanyndg Lonadities, of the white interior, while
o0 Ehe extenion i85 position on the aubilir wall 15
intcated by a recessed niche en mither side of

which part of the harizantyl ghazed band ran
e SEEN,

[Reghth Histonic Andalusian-Maghoehi mosques
wilh bed domes, such as this example over one
of the baye adjacent Lo the muhnohin the Great
Masgue in Cordoba, provided Lhe inspiration for
the superstructure of the Bome prayer hall,

[Opposite] Views of the interior shawing the
supetsiructure of the prayer hall and the bbed
dome; supporicd by sight columns, the dome's

apgrearance o dematenialized by seven tings o
iilazed openings

Islamic Centere and Mosque, Rome, Italy






Islamic Centere and Mosque, Rome, Italy



Islamic Centere and Mosque, Rome, Italy



The Islamic Cultra Center of New York, USA



The Islamic Cultra Center of New York, USA
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[Wop) The main entrance 1o the araver hall, [Abowve] The interior of the dome showimg the
which, like the minvah, features 3 modern wse of stech pts and a ring of windows 3

version of the mugarmas the base o sdmit natural light



L

L

The Islamic Cultra Center of New York, USA



