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xv

A Note on Transliteration

Owing to the regional and linguistic breadth of this book, proper names 
and phrases have been transliterated according to their popular and/or 
official usage. For example, the name Muhammad (Arabic) may be ren-
dered Mehmet (Turkish) or Mohammad (Persian). I have attempted to be 
as consistent as possible, however, according to the transliteration guide 
provided by the International Journal of Middle East Studies (http://
ijmes.chass.ncsu.edu/docs/WordList.pdf ). Commonly used architectural 
nomenclature, such as mihrab (niche), muqarnas (stalactite/honeycomb), 
and iwan (portal), has not been transliterated.
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1

Introduction  Agency of History

The Symbolic Potential of the Transnational Mosque

Martyrs’ Square in central Beirut is synonymous with the upheavals and 
wars that have defined Lebanon in particular, and the Middle East in gen-
eral, over the past one hundred years. Since its renaming in the early years 
of the twentieth century, the square has been the backdrop to major changes 
taking place in Beirut, from decolonialization to civil war. The location 
of the Muhammad al-Amin Mosque is thus not accidental ( fig. I.1). The 
monumental mosque, with its vast domes and piercing minarets, reflects 
the intriguing aesthetic and political negotiations that went into its design 
and patronage. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia provided the funds, and the 
late prime minister, Rafic Hariri, the governmental impetus; the archi-
tect Azmi Fakhouri designed the building with a keen interest in historic 
preservation and with Istanbul and Cairo on his mind. Together, national 
and individual agendas coalesced to create a design that is singular, if 
not unique. The mosque has particular significance to the Lebanese, yet its 
form is familiar to any tourist who has visited Sharjah, Tokyo, Berlin, or 
Istanbul in the past decade. Repetitions of form and echoes of the past con-
jure a history that is at once mutable and ever-present.
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1

Turkey and a Neo-Ottoman World Order

History as Ethno-imperialism

I arrive at the Türk Şehitlik Mosque on a midweek afternoon. Airplanes 
thunder overhead; a strange, empty wasteland seems to stretch before me 
as I walk along the long, deserted avenue. I do not realize on that sum-
mer day that airplanes will provide a motif for a study that will traverse 
the Middle East, Europe, and the United States. The airport looms behind 
me and, ahead, the old Muslim cemetery; both spaces are unsuitable for 
inhabitation yet promise transportation to better destinations. A white 
minaret pokes through the gray sky, followed soon after by an imposing 
dome, topped with a glinting metallic finial. A bus stop and parked cars 
obstruct the view through the walls of the Şehitlik Mosque, located directly 
on the busy Columbiadamm thoroughfare.

The area around the mosque is not built up, at least not in any memo-
rable way. Its proximity to the airport makes it an undesirable residential 
location. The entrance comprises a small gateway with a large green sign 
announcing the Berlin Türk Şehitlik Camii (The Turkish Martyrs Mosque, 
Berlin). The courtyard is made up of a small graveyard and a paved area 
where a Ping-Pong table sits invitingly. Directly in front of the entrance is 
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2

Global Islam and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

An Architecture of Assimilation

The driver is from Kohat, a district in northwest Pakistan known for its 
green valleys and flowing streams. We meet on the dusty shores of the Red 
Sea, in Jeddah, and he is surprised and pleased to have a compatriot as his 
passenger. Unlike foreign workers in other parts of the Arabian Peninsula, 
who get by on Hindi, Urdu, and English, workers in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia are expected to learn Arabic, the “language of the Qurʾan,” in which 
the driver is fluent. Still, it is good to speak to a compatriot, and the driver 
takes pride in telling me about Jeddah, where he has lived for the past 
twenty years. We visit the waterfront mosques and then, on his recommen-
dation, the old city center. He points out the beautiful nineteenth-century 
houses and drives through the congested bazaar that surrounds them.

Knowing my interest in architecture, the driver brings me to what he 
considers the most important mosque in the city (which is not his favorite, 
the Floating Mosque). This is the Amir Juffali Mosque, located in the old 
city center, on the shores of the lagoon (plate 8). The building has a modest 
if somber appearance, with an unornamented and whitewashed façade. 
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ȥȡȖȩȚ ȸ. Prö-Koeln  
anti-mosque symbol.

ȥȡȖȩȚ ȹ. King Saud Mosque, Jeddah, completed in 1988. Architect, Abdel-Wahed  
El-Wakil. © Aga Khan Trust for Culture. Courtesy of the architect (photographer).
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ȥȡȖȩȚ ȼ. Kocatepe Mosque, Ankara, completed in 
1989. Architects, Hüsrev Tayla and Fatin Uluengin. 
Photograph by the author.
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